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Tēnā Koutou Katoa, Greetings to you,  

VISION STATEMENT  
Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 

Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

HOMELESS PEOPLE ARE LUCKY 

I was feeling a little bothered by the news media  
stories of people living in cars and substandard 
housing.  As an educator, I thought I would do some 
research about this so that I can discuss it with my 
students.  Some enquiry learning was needed.  

“There is no housing crisis” (Paula Bennett, Social 
Housing Minister). 

“Homeless could be offered $5,000 to move out of 
Auckland” (NZ Herald). 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the  
kingdom of God” (Lk 6:20).    

So now I feel better.  There is no housing crisis.  A 
homeless person can get money to move out of 
Auckland in order to get a house and find a job.    
Jesus thinks that the homeless people are blessed. 

I thought about this a little more.  I credit Jesus with 
a greater insight of humanity than the other two 
sources.  Why did he say that the poor people are 
blessed and that they will experience the kingdom of 
God?  

Eighty per cent of the population could be called 
poor at the time Jesus made this statement.  Poverty 
was the lived experience of the rural peasant family 
and the urban dwellers such as tradesmen, who  
supported them with services.  Being poor meant 
that one had the basic necessities and nothing else 
in their life.  Day-to-day living was an endless     
challenge, but one could manage so long as the 
crop was good and the social climate favourable.   

The kingdom of God is difficult to define.  Jesus 
used parables to explain it.  For me, it essentially 
refers to a system where God’s way of doing things 
prevails.  It’s the Garden of Eden; a world where 
God’s will and humanities actions go hand-in-hand.  
We had it, and then we lost it.  

Scholars tell us that a more accurate translation for 
blessed is the word lucky.  Furthermore, the term 
poor is not referring to the vast majority of Jesus’ 
fellow citizens who are economically poor, but the 
five percent who have nothing.  It’s the destitute. 
Those who have been squeezed out of the system 

and survive by begging or selling themselves and 
their family into servitude.  It’s the untouchables 
who, in the eyes of their fellow citizens, have been 
afflicted by their own misdeeds, inaction, or the sins 
of their father(s).   

Today Jesus may well have said, “Lucky are the 
homeless, for yours is the kingdom of God”.  Lucky 
homeless people, really?  Should we see this as 
some platitude from Jesus?  Something along the 
lines of, “Being destitute is not nice but things could 
still be worse.  At least you are alive and God cares 
for you”.  Or in todays’ setting, “Yes life is tough but 
it will get better if you work hard.  Go and see Work 
and Income.  Collect $5,000 and move to           
Invercargill.  Here is some spare change to tide you 
over”.  

Does Jesus really think that the homeless people 
are ok with God and therefore everyone else is not? 
Should all of those who live in a house sell-up and 
hit the street so that they will win God’s favour and 
experience his kingdom?  Is Jesus talking about an 
individual’s personal situation, or is he talking about 
the socioeconomic system he is living in?    

I think this is more a reference to the Roman colonial 
social and economic system that is imposed on him 
and his fellow peasants, than a statement about a 
personal situation.  Jesus is pointing out that any 
system which creates injustice, or overtly allows it to 
happen by enabling people to explain it away, is not 
acceptable.  This is not God’s way.  

Jesus is telling us that in any economic and/or social 
system which legitimises, enables, or explains away 
people being homeless, the only people who have 
clean hands are those who have been forced out of 
the system.  They are the lucky ones in the eyes of 
God, for they have no need to justify their behaviour.  
Conversely, those of us who actively work           
socioeconomic systems, or tacitly support them 
while they deliver social injustice, should not be 
sleeping so easily in our comfortable beds.  

 

 

 
Richard Stanton 

PRINCIPAL 



MAY 
Tue 31 University Māori Liaison Visit  9.00am 

JUNE 
Thu 2 10BUS Market Day Senior quad 1.25pm - 2.10pm 

Thu 2 XOR Race  2.00pm 

Fri 3 STAFF ONLY DAY   

Mon 6 Queens Birthday Holiday  

Wed 8 Otago Law Lecture WBHS 12.25pm 

Wed 8 - Fri 10 Ngā Manu Kōrero Speech Competitions Bay of Islands 8.00am 

Fri 10 Service Day Multiple locations 

Sat 11 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Tue 14 10BUS Market Day Senior quad 1.25pm - 2.10pm 

Tue 14 NSSSA Cross Country   

Thu 16 Mass for the Deceased College Chapel TBC 

Thu 16 Matariki Festival College Hall 5.00pm 

Fri 17 Year 7/8 BBC Sports Exchange  

Mon 20 - Fri 24 Challenge Week   

Fri 24 St John the Baptist Mass College Hall TBC 

Fri 24 Reports emailed    

Wed 29 EXCEL performance at assembly College Hall 8.45am 

Wed 29 - Fri 1 Jul 13GEO & International Students EOTC Rotorua  

Thu 30 Māori Mass College Chapel 12.30pm 

Thu 30 Parent / Teacher Interviews  3.30pm - 7.00pm 

JULY 
Fri 1 Year 7/8 THS Sports Exchange 

Mon 4 Senior Speech Contest   

Tue 5 Parent / Teacher Interviews  3.30pm - 7.00pm 

Tue 5 Year 8 Girls HPV Vaccination # 2 College Library 9.00am 

Fri 8 College Ball   

Fri 8 STAFF ONLY DAY   

Fri 8 Last Day of Term 2  

Sat 9 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 25 First Day of Term 3 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 2 
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 2, Week 4 
NETBALL RESULTS 

Senior Team 2 

15 May vs KIS Yr 11 lost 10 - 46 
 POD Charlotte Hoera-Marsters, FP Kaycee  
 Cherrington 

20 May vs WGHS 9-2 won 13 - 12 
 POD Laura Larkin, FP Lei Delfin  

Intermediate Team 1 

15 May vs WIS Purple won 26 - 14 
 POD Inioluwa Falope, FP Nadja Tatana 

HOCKEY RESULTS 

Mixed First XI 

10 May vs Huanui lost 0 - 5 

17 May vs Horahora lost 1 - 6 

 POD Hamish Wills & Katelyn Dowling 

24 May vs Otamatea drew 1 - 1 
 POD Tamara Copeland, FP Jacob Golightly 

Mixed Second XI 

10 May vs WGHS Gold lost 0 - 2 
 POD Jacob Hibbert, FP Bram van Gaalen 

17 May vs WBHS Gold lost 1 - 5 
 POD Antony Hunter-Willetts , FP Charlotte  
 Jakicevich 

24 May vs WGHS Diamond lost 0 - 3 
 POD David Grey , FP Johanna Pool  

BASKETBALL RESULTS 

Junior Boys 

The boys played a grading game against Kamo High 
School and the competition starts this week. 

SPORTS FUNDRAISING RAFFLE 

All students in a Pompallier sports team should have been 
issued with 3 tickets to sell by now. 

Please ensure ticket butts and $9.00 cash is returned in 
the plastic bag provided, and handed in to the College 
reception.  We will draw the raffle (6 prizes) as soon as 
this has been done. 

Extra tickets are available from Mrs Yorke in the Sports 
office. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP TO FUNDRAISE FOR 
COLLEGE SPORTS TRACKSUITS!!! 

YEAR 7 & 8 SPORTS EXCHANGE TEAMS 

Training started this Monday for our Rugby & Football 
teams.  Thanks to Bruce Robertson and Gary Wolfgram 
(Rugby), and to our students Louie Greenaway and Sam 
Williams who are starting off the Football squad as Mr 
Thurlby is still on leave. 

The dates for our 7 & 8 exchanges are Friday 17 June – 

at Pompallier against Bream Bay College, then Friday 1 
July at our hosts Tikipunga High School. 

A newsletter will be going out to the players in each of the 
teams involved, which are; 7 & 8 Netball Team 1, and the 
Rugby & Football teams. 

WE NEED A FEW MORE PLAYERS, so if you missed the 
first week make sure you see Mrs Yorke and come along 
to be included in the squad!!! 

If there are parents who would like to assist with the 7 & 8 
Rugby and Football teams, please contact the Sport Co-
ordinator soon ☺ 

YEAR 7 & 8 10 PIN BOWLING TOURNAMENT - 
Wednesday 15th or Thursday 16th June 

Each year teams of 4 students compete against other 
schools at this fun event.  There are two dates offered for 
entries (dependant on what parent help is available on 
each date). 

If teams get a placing at the preliminary tournament, then 
they progress to a FINALS day on Thursday 7th July (last 
week of Term 2). 

If your child is interested they should sign-up in a team on 
Monday next week at school, and they will be given     
information slips to take home.  These need to be signed 
and returned by Thursday 2nd June, before the long  
weekend IF POSSIBLE ☺.  Pick a cool team name as 
there are prizes for this too! 

There is always tons of interest however, so entries will 
be dependant on help with teams and transport. 

BASKETBALL NOTICE FROM TTT BASKETBALL   
ASSOCIATION 

The lack of entries has given us an opportunity to run up-
skilling clinics in the following areas: coaches, referees 
and score bench people.  These clinics will be run by 
qualified people.  

Starting 9th June - 4.00pm - 4.40pm.  Competition starts 
@ 4.45pm. 

Future focused, pathways to the next level, in the areas 
mentioned above.   

We recommend you and your players attend these clinics. 

So if any players/parents are able to attend these        
sessions – get along to the Kensington Stadium. 

 

Chantelle Yorke 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 
chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 
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     Remember, if you have a student success              
you would like to share, email us at … 

          newsletter@pompallier.school.nz 
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NCEA STUDENT APP - UPDATE 
An updated version of the NCEA Student App can now 
be downloaded from either the Apple App Store or 
Google Play Store.  It is available to use in English and 
Te Reo Māori, is free to download and can be used from 
any smart device. 

This version displays and better supports multiple levels 
of NCEA and new users can simply add credits from   
previous years without having to also add standards   
information first.  This means that students can track their 
progress towards various NCEA levels over multiple   
calendar years more quickly and easily. 

The App allows students to plan, select and set their 
NCEA credit goals and targets, and to see how they are 
tracking towards NCEA Levels one, two and three,     
including Literacy, Numeracy and University Entrance.  

HEALTH   
CORNER 

 

Healthy Habits 
Tips from the Heart Foundation 

MAKING NOODLES HEALTHIER 

If buying noodles, look at the back of the pack to see 
which has the lowest:   

Energy 

Saturated Fat 

Sodium (salt) 

The flavour packets contain a huge amount of salt, you 
can make the noodles healthier by getting rid of this.  
Instead, add some dried herbs or spices. 

Add vegetables and lean meat to make a healthier 
meal. 

For more recipes visit:  www.fuelled4life.org.nz 

Johanna Luiten-Parker 
TIC HEALTH 

TOTARA GROVE SCHOOL 
50th Jubilee Celebrations 

Friday 3 & Saturday 4 June, 2016 

Visit: www.totaragrove.school.nz, or contact the school 
on 09 435 0019, or event@totaragrove.school.nz. 

ATTENDANCE DUES SPONSORSHIP 

The Attendance Dues Sponsorship Scheme - has been 
created to assist families who may need financial support 
with the payment of Attendance Dues, for students     
attending Catholic schools in Auckland Diocese, both 
primary and secondary. 

The purpose of the sponsorship scheme is to allow     
parents or caregivers facing financial hardship another 
option to seek relief where they may be reluctant to    
approach their school for help.  

The existing financial hardship scheme – operated by 
your school – is also available to parents or caregivers 
facing hardship and we do encourage families facing  
financial difficulties to please contact your school office.  

Application forms are available from school and parish 
offices, or can be downloaded from the Catholic Schools 
Office Website: www.catholicschools.org.nz (go to     
Property and Finance / Finance / Attendance Dues). 

If you have any queries or require assistance with the 
payment of attendance dues under the sponsorship 
scheme, you are invited to phone in confidence, Carol 
Krebs (Ph. 09 360 3069) at the Auckland Diocese office. 

Applications to the sponsorship scheme for 2016        
Attendance Dues will be accepted by the Auckland   
Common Fund Ltd up to November 2016. 

FROM THE FOOD CLASS... 
Why is iron important for teens? 

Our Year 10 students have been learning about nutrition 
in Food Tech.  They were asked to write an item suitable 
for the newsletter on the above topic, and were told the 
best one may get published!  

Here is what Billie Robertson wrote: 

Iron is a very important part of a teenagers life.  This is 
because it supports a healthy immune system and helps 
to carry oxygen through the body.  Teenagers need 
boosted iron in every day dieting because they are     
constantly growing. 

Teenage girls between the ages 14-18 need 15mg of iron 
daily and teenage boys need 11mg daily. 

If teenagers don't get enough iron they can feel tired, 
seem grumpy, have difficulty concentrating and even feel 
the cold.  This is why iron is an important part of a     
teenagers life. 

Iron is found in many foods: red meat is rich in iron and 
so are some vegetables. 

So think about it, have you had your daily iron? 

See ironweek.co.nz for more information. 

BOT TRUSTEE ELECTION - 2016 
Declaration of Parent Election Results 
At the close of nominations, as the number of valid    
nominations was fewer than the number of vacancies 
required to be filled, I hereby declare the following duly 
elected: 

 Absil, Karen Kirwan, Rob 

 Otene, Stewart Pool, Chris 

Signed 

Kay Kirwan 
Returning Officer 
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MATARIKI FESTIVAL 2016 

From 5.00pm, Thursday 16 June – College Hall 

This year Pompallier Catholic College will celebrate the Māori New Year at our second Matariki Festival.  Come along to learn 
about Matariki and be entertained with Māori Performing Arts. 

Gold coin entry and raffle fundraisers. 

Schedule:   Free Sausage Sizzle  

  Te Wairua o Pomapārie Kapa Haka Performance 

   Matariki Presentation 

  Year 7/8 Inter‐Whānau Waiata and Haka Competition 

  Patu Performances 

  Prize Giving  
 

 

 

 

Nau mau haere mai! 

 

 
Te Whānau o te Kura 

Pomapārie  

Upcoming Events for Māori 
Whānau 

Wednesday 8 ‐ Friday 10 June  
Ngā Manu Kōrero: Bay of Islands College 

Thursday 16 June 
Matariki Festival:  5.00pm, College Hall 

Thursday 30 June 
Māori Mass:  12.30pm, College Chapel 

Monday 4 July 
Whānau meeting:  7.00pm, College Staffroom 

Ākona te Reo | Learn the 
Language     

Tirohia ngā kupu i raro nei.  Karawhiua!  
Look and learn.  Give it a go! 

Āe mārika!   ‐   Yes indeed!  

Kaua e pēnā   ‐   Don’t be like that. 

more at:  www.kupu.maori.nz 

UNDERSTANDING THE       
TEENAGE BRAIN 

Essential knowledge for parents  
Tuesday 14 June, 7.00pm 

Bream Bay College is hosting this presentation, for any 
parents/caregivers/community who would be interested 
in learning about the Teenage Brain.  

Presented by Kathryn Berkett, this is your chance at 
the incredible opportunity we have to make a difference 
to those negotiating this intense stage that is the 
teenage years.  Kathryn says:  “We must respect this 
time for what it could mean for our youth – and we can’t 
do that if we don’t understand it.” 

You will leave with a better understanding of what is  
going on for the children or the young people in your life 
and will leave the evening armed with more tools and 
options for your interactions with them.  
The event is being held at the Bream Bay College 
Auditorium (entrance Peter Snell Road, Ruakaka), from 
7.00 - 8.30pm, followed by a light supper served by the 
PTA.  There is no cost involved.   
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